




























































































































































































































































Ceylon Trogon. Male in foreground by G.M: Henry; background and female by Bruce Henry. Tempera. 1954-1984. 
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RETIREMENT 

I arrived at Southampton on 13 August 1946 and was met by Olive at Paddington. My son David 
arrived shortly after and was eager to get some job in natural history where he could use his great gift 
of drawing. I took him to call on my old friends at the Natural History Museum in South Kensington. 
There I introduced him to the Keeper of Birds, J.D. MacDonald, who, it transpired, was engaged with 
P.O. Cave in writing a book on the birds of Sudan for which they required an illustrator. On seeing 
some of David's work he was promptly engaged in that capacity and so launched his lifework. It is 
hardly necessary to state that I called on friends in the Insect Room with whom I had spent so many 
happy hours in previous years: China, Kimmins, Uvarov and Riley. The last two promptly offered me 
jobs in their respective spheres of work, but I had to give noncommittal replies as I had still to come to 
a decision regarding the Parish proposal. However, I left Uvarov and Riley in no doubt that my interest 
in entomology had largely been dissipated through the events of the last few years. 

After discussing the question of the Pastorate of Charlbury-Chadlington thoroughly and praying 
over the matter, Olive and I reached the conclusion that this might be the Divine answer to our problems. 
We did not want to settle down in retirement to a useless and selfish existence and it seemed that this 
might be the answer to our desire to serve God. We finally moved to the manse at Chadlington in 
November 1946. 

I contacted Oxford University Press and handed over the paintings I had done for Salim Ali's 
book on Indian hill birds. In my abysmal ignorance of printing and publishing matters, I had done 
these paintings on all sorts of sizes and types of paper (using whatever I could get my hands on in war­
time Ceylon). However, they were accepted and duly published in 1949. I seized the opportunity to 
sound out the gentlemen of Oxford University Press about the book on Ceylon birds that I had been 
working on, and showed them the plates that had already been painted and a few pages of the proposed 
text. They evinced considerable interest and encouraged me to go ahead. The proposal for this book 
had already been discussed with David Burt, in his capacity as editor of Section B (Zoology) of the 
Ceylon Journal of Science, and he had discussed the project with the Editorial Board. He wanted to 
publish it under the auspices of the Journal and we had some correspondence about it before I left 
Ceylon. However, I was not inclined to let the Ceylon Government have "a finger in the pie" and felt 
that it would be better to "paddle my own canoe" without any interference from people like Deraniyagala 
or his ilk - who would certainly have meddled if they could. So I told David Burt that I intended to 
discuss the proposed book with publishers in England before coming to any decision: with the result 
that the project went ahead quite independent of anyone else. 

In March 1948 the plates for Salim Ali's Indian Hill Birds were being lithographed and printed 
by Messrs. W. Cowell of Ipswich and the Oxford University Press invited me to go to Ipswich to inspect 

the proofs. At the works I examined the proofs: they were reproduced by a multi-colour lithographic 
process which allowed vivid colours, but also involved a good deal of hand work superimposed on 
photography. Some of this hand work was not too bad, but on many of the figures details, such as 
beaks, eyes, legs etc., had been spoilt, either obliterated altogether or grossly over accentuated by harsh 
black outlining, obviously done by a none too skilled operator intent only on "making the figure snappy" 
to quote the gentleman who showed me around. Another thing that did not please me was, following 
a common trick of bird plate printers, in order to get the bird as large as possible in the printed plate, to 
cut down the surrounding setting of foliage, so reducing the artist's conception from a picture to a 
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mere diagram devoid of any real composition. This I considered a maddening trick! Who is a printer to 
decide the proportion and position of the principal subject in an artist's painting? Such delicate matters 
as atmosphere and subtleties of light and shade just went by the board. I found out that Messrs. Cowell 
had done no previous bird illustration, a line of work they were anxious to develop and their principal 
business had been producing gaudy labels for jam pots and the like. However, they had done their best 
and after all I was not so very satisfied with the paintings I had done myself, some of which were 
definitely bad in one way or another. 

[In 1950 the pastorate of Charlbury and Chadlington was given up, although the Henrys remained 
active in the Church community, and they moved to a stone cottage at the neighbouring village, Church 
Enstone, where thy lived for many years. In 1954 they moved to the milder climate of Constantine in 
Cornwall. Here surrounded by the countryside and coastal scenery G.M. continued birdwatching, 
painting, sketching and beekeeping. In 1964 he became a founder member of the Society of Wildlife 
Artists. -Editor.] 

Progress with the book on Ceylon birds was very slow for various reasons, and it was 1955 
before the book was published. One of the main hindrances lay in the fact that, although the printing 
and block making was done in England, the book was published by the Oxford University Press's 
Indian Branch in Bombay; which meant that all the plates, typescript and proofs etc., had to be sent to 
Bombay and returned, sometimes several times. My distance from London also slowed things up and 
I was the world's slowest typist. 

Reproduction of my plates for the Guide being prohibitively expensive, the Oxford University 
Press sought the aid of the Ceylon Education Department to underwrite the cost. In 1952 correspondence 
was entered into with Mr Hulugalle of that Department who agreed to purchase a number of plates 
for issuing to schools and I was asked to prepare a general introduction, and this was bound with the 
colour plates into a small paperback book entitled A Picture Book of Ceylon Birds . The letterpress was 
designedly kept very brief to avoid it competing with the main book when it was published. The 
question also arose of a map of Ceylon for the Guide and I discussed it with Mr Bickmore of the 
publisher's Cartographic Department in Oxford, deciding to use as a basis an excellent map of the 
island which Woodhouse had produced for various Government publications, and notably for The 

Butterfly Fauna of Ceylon. The matter was further discussed with Mr R.E. Hawkins, the manager of the 
Bombay branch, who was on furlough in England in December 1953. He discounted the idea of a 
folding map and suggested end paper maps. This involved the redrawing of the maps, a tedious business 

G.M. Henry, Church Enstone, 1950. 

with all the contour lines. I thought the 
~•·---r:---,,.-~~~~GI publishers, with their staff of skilled 
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cartographers, ought to undertake it but it 
would put up their costs (always a prime 
consideration) and in the end the job 
devolved on me, but it was some months 
before I could undertake it. Finally in March 
1953 the typescript of the Guide and line 
drawings were despatched to the Press and 
the end paper map was drawn and fitted 
with the place names, printed according to 
the list that I had supplied. It was finally 
handed over on 12 March, a good riddance 
as I felt. 



A Guide to the Birds of Ceylon was at last a fait accompli, when I received from Oxford University 
Press six advance copies on 13 July 1955. Thereafter they sent me copies of the reviews of the book, 
extracted mainly from ornithological publications in many parts of the world. Most of these write-ups 
were gratifyingly favourable - some almost fulsomely so - but a few were critical of what writers 
considered to be the out-of-date classification and scientific nomenclature that I had adopted. I received 
very kind and generous letters of appreciation from friends, notably Syd Bunker, Major Phillips and 
Gordon Huntley. 

In the Preface to the second edition of the Guide, published in 1971, G.M. answers his critics: 

"Several reviewers of the first edition criticised my failure to arrange the Orders and Families 
in accordance with the latest system of classification, or to use the most up-to-date scientific 
nomenclature for some of the birds. In extenuation of these grievous faults, I will here 
confess that my interest in birds is primarily aesthetic: their beauty of form, colour, texture 
and pattern of plumage; their flight, song, behaviour and elusiveness appeal to me far 
more than the - to my mind - utterly barren attempts to achieve a uniform set of technical 
names or a universally accepted scheme of classification." 

The completion of the Guide and G.M.'s own words are the place to end this selection from his 
memoirs. The notebooks continue until 1983, describing the activities of almost another twenty years 
of a rich and full life in retirement. 

G.M. & Olive, Constantine, Cornwall. c. 1956. 
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POSTSCRIPT 

The sons of G.M. Henry - Bruce Charles Reid Henry (b. 22 July 1918 near Kandy) and David Morrison 
Reid Henry (b. 14 September 1919 in Dehiwela) both inherited their father's love of the natural world 
and artistic talent. David Reid Henry became a successful professional wildlife artist and gained an 
international reputation particularly for his fine paintings of birds of prey. He died in Zimbabwe in 
1977. Bruce Henry, although he had drawn and painted throughout his life, became a professional 
artist after his retirement as a theologian. He continues to paint and makes frequent visits to India and 
Sri Lanka. The story of this family of wildlife artists and an assessment of their individual styles of 
painting were included in Highlight the Wild. The Art of the Reid Henrys by Bruce Henry, published in 
1984. 

G. M. Henry c. 1975. 
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APPENDIX I 

List of Indian and Sri Lankan Bird Species 

The common names of the species quoted in the text have been derived from A Guide to the Birds of Ceylon, the scientific names 
have been revised to comply with modern usage. In cases whe re an alternative common name is now in current use, or the 
generic and / or specific name has been changed, these are given in parenthesis. ln some cases a different common name has been 
quoted in the text, to that cited in the Guide to tfte Birds of Cey/011 and for some of the vernacular names of Indian species it has been 
necessary to refer to other reference sources- these are cited in the bibliography at the end of this section. 

Ceylon Grey Partridge (Grey Francolin) 
Ceylon Spurfowl (Sri Lanka Spurfowl) 
Grey Jungle-fowl 
Ceylon Jungle-fowl (Sri Lanka Junglefowl) 
Himalayan Mona! 
Golden Pheasant 
Lady Amherst's Pheasant 
Indian Peafowl (Common Peafowl) 
Bar-headed Goose 
Whistling Teal (Lesser Whistling Duck) 
Brahminy Shelduck (Ruddy Shelduck) 
Comb Duck (Nukhta) 
Cotton Teal (Cotton Pygmy-goose) 
Mandarin Duck 
Pintail 
Common Teal 
Red-crested Pochard 
Common Pochard 
Ceylon YelJow-naped Woodpecker (Lesser Yellow-nape) 
Crimson-backed Woodpecker ( Greater Flameback) 
Brown-headed Barbet 
Ceylon Small Barbet (Crimson-fronted Barbet) 
Ceylon Grey Hornbill (Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill) 
Great Indian Hornbill 
Ceylon Hoopoe (Hoopoe) 
Ceylon Trogon (Indian Trogon) 
Indian Roller 
Ceylon Common Kingfisher (Common Kingfisher) 
Ceylon Blue-eared Kingfisher (Blue-eared Kingfisher) 
Indian Pied Kingfisher (Lesser Pied Kingfisher) 
Three-toed Kingfisher 
Stork-billed Kingfisher 
Ceylon White-breasted Kingfisher (White-tlu·oated Kingfisher) 
Black-capped Purple Kingfisher (Black-capped Kingfisher) 
Ceylon Hawk Cuckoo (Common Hawk Cuckoo) 
Drongo-Cuckoo 
Red-faced Malkoha 
Green-billed Coucal 
Ceylon Lorikeet (Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot) 
Emerald-collared Parakeet (Layard's Parakeet) 
Brown-throated Spinetail Swift (Brown-backed Need letail) 
Ceylon White-bellied Swift (Alpine Swift) 
White-rumped Swift (House Swift) 
Indian Crested Swift (Grey-rumped Treeswift) 
ColJared Scops Owl 
Rock Eagle Owl (Eurasian Eagle Owl) 

Fm11coli11us po11diceria11us 
Galloperdix bicalcamta 
Gallus s01111emtii 
Gallus lafayettii 
Lophophorus i111peja11us 
C!trysolop/111s pictus 
Cftlorolophus amerstiae 
Pavo cristatus 
A 11ser i11dicus 
Oe11drocyg11a java11ica 
Casarca ferrugi11ea (Tadoma) 
Sarkidiomis 111ela11otos 
Nettapus coro111a11delia11us 
Aix galericulata 
A11as acuta acuta 
A 11as crecca crecca 
Netta mfi11a (Rftodonessa) 
Aythya ferina 
Picus cftlorolophu s 
Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus (C. lucidus ) 
Thereiceryx zeyla11icus (Megalai111a) 
Xa11tfto/ae111a rubricapilla (Megalai111a) 
Tockus gi11gale11sis (Ocycerous gi11galensis) 
Buceros bicornis (Ocyceros) 
Upupa epops 
Harpactes fasciatus 
Comcias be11ghale11sis 
Alcedo attftis 
Alcedo 111e11i11ti11g 
Ceryle mdis 
Ceyx eritftacus 
Pelargopsis cape11sis (Halyco11 cape11sis ) 
Halcyo11 s111yme11sis 
Halcyon pileata 
Cucu/11s vnri11s (Hiercoccyx) 
S11r11iculus lugubris 
Pliae11icophaeus pyrr/10cephalus 
Centropus C/1/oror!ty11c/1L1s 
Loricu/11s beryllin11s 
Psittacu/a caltftorpae 
Cliaetum gigantea (Hiru11dapus) 
Ap11s 111elba 
Apus affi11is 
He111iproc11e longipennis 
Otus bakka111oena 
Bubo be11gale11sis (bubo) 
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Forest Eagle Owl (Spot-bellied Eagle Owl) 
Ceylon Fish Owl (Brown Fish Owl) 
Brown Wood Owl 
Chestnut-backed Owlet (Asian Barred-owlet) 
Ceylon Frogmouth (Sri Lanka Frogmouth) 
Ceylon Highland Nightjar (Grey Nightjar) 
Long-tailed Jungle Nightjar 
Southern Common Indian Nightjar (Indian Nightjar) 
Indian Blue Rock Pigeon (Rock Pigeon) 
Ceylon Wood Pigeon (Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon) 
Ceylon Spotted or Ashy Dove (Spotted Dove) 
Indian Ring Dove (Eurasian Collared Dove) 
Ceylon Bronze-wing Pigeon (Emerald Dove) 
Jerdons Imperial Pigeon (Mountain Imperial Pigeon) 
Pintail Snipe 
Fantail Snipe (Common Snipe) 
Bar-tailed God wit 
Whimbrel 
Terek Sandpiper 
Turnstone (Ruddy Turnstone) 
Sanderling 
Great Stone Plover (Great Thick-knee) 
Ceylon Black-winged Stilt (Black-winged Stilt) 
Greater Ringed Plover (Common Ringed Plover) 
Little Ringed Plover 
Ceylon Kentish Plover (Kentish Plover) 
Mongolian or Lesser Sand Plover 
Large Sand Plover (Greater) 
Crab Plover 
Large Indian Pratincole (Oriental Pratincole) 
Great Black-headed Gull (Pailas' Gul1) 
Caspian Tern 
Large Crested Tern (Great Crested Tern) 
Common Tern 
Eastern Roseate Tern (Roseate Tern) 
Little Tern 
Indian Whiskered Tern (Whiskered Tern) 
Osprey 
Black-winged Kite (Black-shouldered Kite) 
Black Kite 
Brahminy Kite 
White-bellied Sea Eagle 
Egyptian Vulture 
Oriental White-backed Vulture (White-rumped Vulture) 
Marsh Harrier (Eurasian Marsh Harrier) 
Pale Harrier (Pallid Harrier) 
Pied Harrier 
Montagu's Harrier 
Ceylon Crested Goshawk (Crested Goshawk) 
Ceylon Shikra (Shikra) 
Besra Sparrowhawk 
White-eyed Buzzard 
Black Eagle 
Golden Eagle 
Booted Eagle 
Rufous-bellied Hawk Eagle (Rufous-bellied Eagle) 
Legge's Hawk-Eagle (Mountain Hawk Eagle) 
Kestrel 
Indian Hobby (Oriental) 
Shahin Falcon (Peregrine Falcon) 
Snakebird (Darter) 
Little Egret 
Black-crowned Night Heron 

Bubo nipalensis 
Ketupa zey/011e11sis 
Strix leptogrmnmica 
Glaucidi11111 cuculoides 
Batrnclrostornus moniliger 
Caprimulgus indirns 
Caprimulgus 111acrurus 
Capri111ulgus asiaticus 
Columba livia 
Col11111ba torringtoni 
Streptopelia c/1i11e11sis 
Streptopelia decaocto 
Colu111ba indica (Chalcophaps) 
Oucula badia 
Capella stenura (Galli11ago) 
Capella gallinago (Gal!inago) 
Limosa !apponica 
Nu111e11ius phaeopus 
Xenus cinereus 
Aren.aria interpres 
Crocethia alba (Calidris) 
Esarns recurvirostris 
Hi111a11top11s lri111antopus 
Charadrius hiaticula 
Clrarndrius dubius 
Leucopo!ius alexandrinus (Chamdrius) 
Clramdrius 111011golus 
Clramdrius /eschenaultii 
Dramas ardeola 
Gareola prntinco!a ( maldivams) 
Larus ichthyaet11s 
Hydroprogne caspia (Sterna) 
Thalasseus bergii (Sterna) 
Sterna lrirnndo 
Stema dougal!ii 
Stema albifro11s 
Cl,/ido11ias hybridus 
Pandio11 ha/iaetus 
£/anus caeruleus 
Milvus migra11s 
Haliastur indus 
Haliaeetus leucogaster 
Neophro11 percnopterus 
Gyps be11gale11sis 
Circus aeruginosus 
Circus 111acrourus 
Circus 111ela1wleucos 
Circus pygargus 
Accipiter trivirgatus 
Accipiter badius 
Accipter virgat11s 
B11tast11r teesa 
lctinaetus malayensis 
Aquila chrysaetos 
Hieraaetus pe1111atus 
Hiemaetus kie11erii 
Spizaetus nipalensis 
Falco timwnrnlus 
Falco severus 
Falco peregri11us 
Anhinga melanogaster 
Egretta garzetta 
Nycticomx nycticomx 
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Flamingo (Greater Flamingo) Phoenicopterus ruber 
Spoonbill (Eurasian Spoonbill)) Plata/en leucorodia 
Black-necked Stork Xenorhynchus asiaticus (Ephippiorhynchus) 
Fairy Bluebird (Asian Fairy Bluebird) Irena puella 
Golden-fronted Chloropsis (Golden-fronted Leafbird) Chloropsis nurifrons 
Jerdon's Chloropsis (Blue-winged Leafbird) Chloropsis jerdoni (cochinchinensis) 
Philippine Shrike (Brown Shrike) Lanius cristatus 
Southern Rufous-rumped Shrike (Long-tailed Shrike) Lanius schach 
Ceylon Blue Magpie (Sri Lanka Magpie) Cissa ornatn (Urocissa) 
House Crow Corvus splendens 
Black Crow (Large-billed Crow) Corvus mncrorhynchos 
Ceylon Racquet-tailed Drongo (Greater Racquet-tailed Drongo) Dissemurus paradiseus 
Ceylon Iara (Common Iara) Aegithina tiphia 
Ashy Swallow-Shrike (Ashy Woodswallow) Artamus fuscus 
Ceylon Wood Shrike (Common Wood Shrike) Tephrodornis pondicerianus 
Indian Blue Rock Thrush (Blue Rock Thrush) Monticoln solitarius 
Ceylon Arrenga (Sri Lanka Whistling Thrush) Arrengn b!ighi (Myophonus) 
Ceylon Scaly Thrush (Scaly Thrush) Oreocincln dnuma (Zoothera) 
Ceylon Shama (Eurasian Blackbird) Turdus simillimus (merula) 
Indian Blue Chat (Indian Blue Robin) Luscinin brunnea 
Ceylon White-headed Starling (White-faced Starling) Sturn us senex 
Ceylon Common Mynah (Common Mynah) Acridotheres tristis 
Ceylon Grackle (Sri Lanka Myna) Eulabes ptilogenys (Gracit!a) 
Common Grackle (Hill Mynah) Eu/ables religiosa (Gracit!a) 
Velvet Fronted Blue N uthatch (Velvet Fronted Nuthatch) Sitta frontalis 
Swallow (Barn Swallow) Hirundo rustica 
Ruby-throated Bulbul (Black-crested Bulbul) Pyrnonotus melanicterus 
Black-capped Bulbul (Black-crested Bulbul) Pycnonotus melanicterus 
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonotus jocosus 
Red-vented Bulbul Mo/pastes cafer (Pycnonotus) 
Ceylon Ashy Prinia (Ashy Prinia) Prinin social is 
Ceylon Scimitar Babbler (Indian Scimitar Babbler) Pomatorhinus horsfieddii 
Ceylon Tailor-bird (Common Tailorbird) Orthotomus sutorius 
Ceylon Finch-Lark (Ashy-crowned Sparrow-Lark) Eremopterix grisea 
Legge's Flowerpecker Dicaeum vincens 
Purple-rumped Sunbird Cinnyris zeylonica (Nectarinia) 
Small Sunbird (Crimson-backed Sunbird) Nectarinia minima 
Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenin (Nectarinia) 
Tree Pipit An thus trivia/is 

A Guide to the Birds of Ceylon. G.M. Henry. 1971 2nd edition. 
Popular Handbook of Indian Birds. H. Whistler. 1928. 
Birds of Kera/a. Salim Ali. 1969. 
A Synopsis of the Birds of India and Pakistan, together with those of Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. S. D. Ripley. 1961. 
An Annotated Checklist of the Birds of the Oriental Region. T. Inskipp, N. Lindsey & W. Duckworth. 1996. 
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APPENDIX II 

E xtract from Inspection Vessels N o. 11. Ceylon Marine Biological Reports. 
Description of the Company's Inspection Vessels, 

Viz., the SS ''Violet" and the Bargue "Rangasamee Porawee". 

By Captain J.C. Kerk.ham, R.N.R. 

The Violet is an ironscrew steam trawler of 149 tons gross and 57 tons registered, built in 
1896 by Messrs. Cochrane & Cooper at Beverley, and fitted by Messrs. Holmes & Co. of 
Hull with triple expansion engines. The Violet 's speed is 8 knots per hour, but for working 
purposes 7 is seldom exceeded. The dimensions of the hull are: length 95ft. 3 / 10, beam 
20ft. 6/ 10, depth of hold 11ft. Coal bunker capacity is 63 tons and her fresh water tanks 
carry 21 tons. The Violet's working radius is therefore 4,000 miles, i.e . twenty-one days' 
sailing. The Violet has two masts, and is rigged as a ketch. She carries two otter trawls, and 
is also fitted with appliances for working six drag-dredges. The deck crew are accommodated 
forward in a roomy lower forecastle. The engine room crew have their quarters, which are 
also spacious, aft, abaft the engine room. A deck cabin under the bridge provides 
accommodation for the Master and Engineer. There is also a small cabin on the bridge 
which is reserved for the Company's executive. It has accommodation for one only, and is 
used as a chart room also. 
The Rangasamee Porawee is a wooden vessel built of teakwood and barque rigged. She was 
built at Seetharamapuram, near Coconada, in 1876. Her burden is 289 tons. Dimensions: 
length between perpendiculars 109 ft. 6 in., beam 24 ft. 4 in., depth of hold at midship 12ft. 
6 in. She is corvel built and has a cutaway stem and square stern. The special fittings to 
adapt the Rangasamee Porawee for her present work are a large laboratory on the main 
deck, with an operating table and necessary racks for specimen jars &c. The poop is divided 
into a spacious mess room, two stern cabins, pantry and bathroom, two outside cabins and 
a latrine. On the poop deck a large airy cabin has been built, also a chart room. The lower 
deck gives ample and spacious quarters for the crew, boatmen and divers engaged on the 
work of inspecting the banks. The stores &c. are kept in the lazarette at the after-part of the 
lower deck, and the lamp room and ship's stores at the forepart. An aquarium is provided 
for use on board, and a dark room for photographic work. 
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NOTES TO THE TEXT 

1. A Guide to the Birds of Sri Lanka- a new edition was published in 1998 with a revised text by T.W. Hoffman, D. 
Warakagoda and U. Ekanayake and two new plates by Bruce Henry. 

2. Arachnology is the study of spiders. This is a humorous reference to Robert the Bruce, King of Scotland, who was, 
according to legend inspired by the determined web spinning of a spider. 

3. There is a discrepancy over the year of the marriage of James to Margaret Galloway and their emigration to 
Australia in relation to the birth of Charles McGregor on the voyage to Australia. 

4. In fact it was two leaves and a bud. 

5. Published in 1880 by the author Captain William Vincent Legge. The plates were by J.G. Keulemans. 

6. A sailing ship of three or more masts, having the foremast rigged square and the after mast rigged fore-and-aft. 

7. Freely translated means four-beaked pearl form er. 

8. For a description of the two vessels refer to Appendix II. 

9. Channel Islands. 

10. Messr. Bois Bros. Mills Ltd. were the Colombo agents for the company, which was registered in London under the 
direction of Sir Stanley Bois. 

11 . "I had a childish obsession with wild ducks at this time and Calcutta market afforded a long desired opportunity 
to obtain some of these. Crazily, towards the end of my stay I invested a good many rupees in purchasing pairs of 
Bar-headed Geese; Common Pochard; Red-headed Pochard; Pintails, Common Teal and Brahminy Shelduck. The 
teal all died of fowl cholera, but by surmounting fearful obstacles of accommodation, feeding and transport, I 
succeeded, at great expense, in getting them transported to Colombo, where such birds were unobtainable." G.M. 
Henrymss. 

12. "A young Glaswegian, who lived at Killarney, preached at Cinnamon Gardens Baptist Church and was responsible 
for evangelical work at the harbour, and married my sister Kathleen." G.M. Henry 111ss. 

13. Louis Agassiz Fuertes (1874-1927) a major influence on the development of the modern style of drawing and 
painting birds in North America. Henrik Granvold (1858-1940) and J.G. Keulemans (1842-1912) two of the most 
influential European bird painters and illustrators working in Britain in the late 19th and early 20th century. 
Archibald Thorburn (1860-1935) probably the best known of the British bird painters and illustrators. 

G.E. Lodge (1860-1954) protege of Thorn burn, well known for his illustrations in Witherby's Handbook of British 
Birds and also Birds of the British Isles by Bannerman. David Reid Henry became a protege of Lodge. 

14. The political situation at the Agricultural Department during this period is best described as difficult. The European 
staff tended to be critical of Lyne, and G.M. Henry did not find his successor at all sympathetic to his position and 
his difficult working relationship with Speyer. 

15. Dr William Beebe (1877-1962) noted American ornithologist, at this time Curator of Ornithology of the New York 
Zoological Society. 

16. Ellagnlla. 

17. Walter Ernest Wait, senior member of the Ceylon Civil Service and keen ornithologist. 

18. E.C. Stuart Baker (1864-1944) noted for his work on Indian birds. Obituary published in the Ibis in 1944. 

19. British Museum 

20. H.F. Witherby, influential publisher of ornithological books. 

21. An important book and art collector, author of An /11troductio11 to the Literature of Vertebrate Zoology (1933). His 
collection, the Emma Shearer Wood Library of Ornithology, is held by McGill University, Montreal. 

22. A set of 127 watercolour paintings by W.G. Belcher, E. Cheverlange and A.E. Ward of Fijian birds was commissioned 
by Dr Casey Wood between 1917 and 1930. Most of the drawings were made by Belcher in 1923 and 1924, while 
Dr Wood was in Fiji. He also wrote a paper with Dr Alexander Wetmore on the subject, which was published in the 
Ibis in 1926. 

23. Where they currently reside. 

24. A Monograph of the Birds of Prey, published 1924-1926, illustrated by Granvold. 

25. CeylonJunglefowl-endemic species. 
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26. Also responsible for the Checklist of the Birds of Ceylon. 

27. Jerdon' s Imperial Pigeon. 

28. Southern Common Nightjar. 

29. Black-crowned Night Heron. 

30. Ceylon Grey Hornbill. 

31. Indian Roller. 

32. Great Stone Plover. 

33. Large Sand Plover. 

34. Hugh Whistler, author of Avifaunal Survey of Ceylon (1940) and Popular Handbook of Indian Birds (1928). Involved 
with Salim Ali in the Vernay Scientific Survey of the Eastern Ghats (1930-1938). 

35. Lake Tiberias or the Sea of GaWee. 

36. Indian Eagle Owl. 

37. Small Sunbird. 

38. Both subspecies of the Black-crested Bulbul. 

39. Archibald Malpas succeeded Dr Pearson as the Director of the Colombo Museum in November 1933, a post he 
held jointly with that of Director of Fisheries. On retirement, Dr Pearson became Director of the Hobart Museum in 
Tasmania and was instrumental in arranging the transfer of the collection of birds made by Lt. Col. Vincent Legge 
to the Colombo Museum. 

40. Under Malpas a great deal of the administrative load was delegated to G.M. 

41 . For some years G.M. had been suffering from the debilitating illness known as sprue and as a consequence his field 
work in 1937 and 1938 was very limited. G.M. Henry mss . 

42. At this time it was clear that Malpas was contemplating early retirement and G.M. was approached with regard to 
taking the appointment. Although supported by senior colleagues, G.M. declined for political reasons, but primarily 
because the administrative work would leave no time for research. G.M. Henry mss. 

43. E.C.S. Dawson was drowned in October 1938 at Nedungayam. G.M. Henry mss. 

44. Gramphus giseus- salty grey dolphin with a blunt snout. 

45. "I named a new species in the new genus Dhimbana dawsonii in memory of E.C.S. Dawson, who had been so helpful 
to me on two of the expeditions." G.M. Henry mss. 

46. "Under the cognomen Collared Dove, this species has over the last 30 or 40 years, staged a remarkable spread of 
population from India through the Near East and Europe into Britain, where it is now (1980) very common." G.M. 
Henrymss. 

47. A method of transferring the scales from the wings to paper to give an exact representation of the pattern. 

48. Published by the Ceylon Journal of Sciences. 

49 . Salim Ali, the most influential Indian ornithologist of the century. Co-author of the standard handbook on the 
birds of the subcontinent, numerous scientific papers and field guides. (See note 52). 

50. Zoo manager. 

51. Brown Spine-tailed Swift. 

52. Handbook of the Birds of India and Pakistan, together with those of Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka . 10 volumes 
published 1968--74. Ripley also compiled A Synopsis of the Birds of [ndia and Pakistan, together with those of Bangladesh, 
Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka, published in 1961. 

53. The Pale or Pallid Harrier, Montagu?s Harrier, Pied Harrier and Marsh Harrier. 

54. A. Landsborough Thompson, published in 1964. 

55. Eastern Peregrine, Falco peregrinus calidus, now classified as the same species as the Shahin Falcon. 

56. Legge' s Hawk Eagle. 

57. Ceylon Lorikeet. 

58. Ceylon White-bellied Swift. 

59. Ceylon and Common. 

60. Ceylon Black-winged Stilts. 

61 . Large Indian Pratincole. 
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