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Herpetological Bibliography of Indonesia by Indraneil 
Das. Krieger Publishing Company, Malabar, Florida, 
1998, 92 pp. 

In the words of the author, "This comprehensive bib­
liography includes all scientific papers, magazine 
and newspaper articles, books, book reviews, field / 
excursion reports, museum catalogues, bibliogra­
phies, chapters from books, and theses ... " that relate 
at all to the subject of this book. It includes publica­
tions in 14 languages. This broad scope results in 90 
closely configured pages of references. There is no 
index; providing one might have doubled or even 
quadrupled the size of the volume. 

The geographic scope is not what one would 
imagine from the title, but covers the entire Indo­
Malayan Archipelago including Palawan and its 
fringing islands, except for "New Guinea and associ­
ated islands." Consequently, the title somewhat con­
fu singly does not refer to the political entity, Indone­
sia, and may irk Malaysian or Philippine biologists. 

How might one use this volume? Searching 
for references to a taxon, island, or type of behavior 
will involve scanning all 90 pages of the bibliogra­
phy. Searching for a paper by a particular author, 
however, will be simple as all references are listed 
alphabetically by author or senior author. This latter 
type of search may turn up some surprising, acciden­
tal discoveries. As I looked at the listing under 
Stuebing, R. B., I found "Island romance: the biology 
of the yellow-lipped sea krait," which suggested an 
entirely different view of sea snakes. 

Initially I thought this volume would be very 
useful to persons without easy access to a large li­
brary. One could scan the references and pick out 
papers on a particular topic. Especially useful in such 
an environment are the listings of publications from 
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the early 19th century; the works of Schlegel, for ex­
ample. However, many titles give only a general indi­
cation of subject matter, leaving one to decide whether 
to gamble on requesting the loan of more publica­
tions than necessary (which librarians do not like) or 
on omitting from the loan request a publication that 
might be relevant. Furthermore, there are other nig­
gling problems that might complicate search for a ref­
erence-

• volume numbers are not clearly distinguished from 
numbers of separates. For example, Fieldiana: Zo­
ology was originally published in volumes; the 
new series consists of separately numbered pa­
pers. This bibliography does not indicate whether 
"52" is the number of a volume or a number in the 
new series. 

• some volume numbers are in error. For exa mple, 
"Shelford, R. W. C. 1906" is listed as "Proc. Zool. 
Soc. London 1: ... " The Proceedings used a year as 
the volume number. 

• some abbreviations may not be clear to persons 
not already familiar with a journal. For example, 
"Str." for Straits and "Br." for Branch (pp. 6, 76). 

• some references have incorrect authorship. For 
example, Emerson 1993 (p. 31) had two authors. 
The paper is correctly listed further down the page, 
resulting in duplication. I found several such 
duplications. 

More careful editing might have caught these ver­
min. But as I said above, these are niggling criticisms 
easily offset by the essential usefulness of this vol­
un1e. 
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