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Book reviews and announcements
Books received

Desmond, R. 1992. The European discovery of the Indian flora. Royal
Botanic Gardens/Oxford University Press. xii+355 pp., 32 pl. ISBN 0-19-
854684-X. £62.

Ray Desmond’s book is a pleasure to read. He has covered all the
important people and events that guided botanical research in South Asia
(colonial India) from the earliest times to the early part of the 19th Century.
The biographies of the more important botanists such as Hermann, van
Reede, Roxburgh, (Hamilton) Buchanan, Griffith, Wight and Hooker have
received treatment sufficiently detailed to facilitate further research. The
book is richly illustrated with black and white reproductions of drawings
from the period, and the 32 colour plates have been well chosen.

Two areas of particular interest, the Himalayas and Ceylon (Sri Lanka),
have been given chapters of their own. Special chapters have also been
devoted to topics such as useful plants; tea and opium; and gardening in
India. There is a comprehensive index and a useful bibliography. Except for
some minor errors, the text is faithful to the facts. This book however, is an
overview and not a comprehensive treatise on the subject. It includes some
irrelevant material and one could wish for more references to the sources of
information presented. However, it is the first treatment of this subject and
presents lucidly the history as we know it today. Future research can but
build upon it and embellish it.

Corbet, G.B. & J.E. Hill. 1991. A world list of mammalian species. Oxford
Univ. Press. viii+243 pp. ISBN 0-19-854017-5. £ 25.

A list of the scientific names considered valid, accompanied by the
common name and brief notes on distribution. The authorities of names and
synonymies are not provided and the literature cited is minimal. Wilson &
Reeder, 1993 (see below) provide much the same information but with a
wealth of synonyms and references.

Nowak, R.M. 1991. Walker’'s mammals of the world, 4th ed. Johns Hopkins
Univ. Press. 1: xlv+1-642+Ixii pp., 2: x+643-1629 pp. ISBN 0-8018-3970-X. £62.

Nowak's new edition of "Walker" is probably the most useful of the
mammal texts aiming to provide worldwide coverage. Although synonyms
and authorities are not listed (these are easily found elsewhere), the text
reviews satisfactorily recent developments in the taxonomy, biology and
zoogeography of the mammal species considered valid. Another useful
feature of the book is that almost every genus is illustrated with at least one
black and white photograph.
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Corbet, G.B. & J.E. Hill. 1992. The mammals of the Indomalayan region: a
systematic review. Natural History Museum Publications / Oxford Univer-
sity Press. 488 pp. ISBN 0-19-854693-9. £62.

There has been a need for a good sourcebook for the mammals of this
region, using up to date nomenclature, synonymies and references to litera-
ture, discussion of the merits of revisional work done and providing almost
every species with an easily-referred distribution map. The mammals of the
Indomalayan region fulfills these needs admirably. It effectively replaces J.R.
Ellerman & T.C.S. Morrison-Scott’s (1951, 1965) Checklist of Palaearctic and
Indian mammals, now long out of print.

Each genus is introduced briefly, mentioning the type species, relation-
ships and references to revisional work. A list of species follows, listing
almost all synonyms together with references and type localities. The 177
distribution maps are generally accurate and easy to use. Tables of measure-
ments and details of colouration are given in the case of similar or closely-
related taxa. Although no descriptions or diagnostic keys are given, the rich
bibliography and scrupulous referencing enables readers to find their way
with ease to the appropriate literature. The text is followed by six appendices,
including: (1) a list of “recent” species recorded from the region; (2) two new
replacement names proposed; (3) a gazetteer listing several less well known
localities referred to in the text and giving their co-ordinates; (4) biographical
notes on most of the authors of mammal names from the region and
individuals after whom taxa have been named.

The text is remarkably free from errors except for occasional instances in
which references in the text are not found in the bibliography and a few cases
in which the distributions mentioned in the text do not match those shown on
the maps. This is a good example of a regional faunal review and will be of
use for many years to come.

Wilson, D.E. & D.M. Reeder. 1993. Mammal species of the world: a taxo-
nomic and geographic reference. Smithsonian Inst. Press, Washington.
xviii+1206 pp. ISBN 1-56098-217-4. $75.

A list of all mammal genera and species considered valid, listing authori-
ties, type species (for every genus), distribution and comments on taxonomic
histories. Synonyms are listed, but without author names or details. A total
of 4,629 species are covered and the text aims to be comprehensive up to mid-
1992. The appendices include remarks on the dates of publication of several
important early works describing mammal taxa and an index to Mammalian
species (nos. 1-402). The list of cited literature is a useful bibliography.

Brummitt, R K. & C.E. Powell (eds.). 1992. Authors of plant names. Royal
Botanic Gardens, Kew. 732 pp. ISBN 0-947643-44-3. £ 24.00.

Analphabetical listing of almost 29,694 authors of plant names, giving full
name, standard form (abbreviation), years of birth and death and group/s of
specialization (e.g. algae, pteridophytes, fossils). An invaluable reference for
systematic botanists, bibliographers and biographers.

62 J. South Asian nat. Hist.




BOOK REVIEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Brummitt, R.K. 1992. Vascular plant families and genera. Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew. 804 pp. ISBN 0-947643-43-5. £ 24.00.

Part 1 (pp. 10-460) contains an alphabetical list of almost 14,000 generic
names presently considered valid in botany, listing also some 10,000 syno-
nyms and incorporating remarks on availability. Each entry gives also the
standard name of the author, the family name and the group (e.g. fern allies,
ferns, gymnosperms).

Part 2 (pp. 461-804) lists alphabetically the families in each of the major
groups, together with the author and year of availability. Brief ecological and
biogeographical notes precede an alphabetic listing of the valid genera in
each family.

Randall, J.E. 1992. Diver’s guide to fishes of Maldives. Immel Publishing,
London. 193 pp. Paperback. ISBN 0-907151-53-1. £ 25.

A useful guide to the identification of 475 species of mainly coral reef
fishes seen in the Maldivian archipelago, most of them common also to Sri
Lanka and the Lakshwadeep islands of India. The book is lavishly illustrated
with colour photographs, many of them taken under water. The backgrounds
in most of the photographs have been masked out and replaced with a plain
colour which, when it is not black, tends to give the picture a rather artificial
appearance (but this does not detract significantly from the quality of the
illustration). Reasonably comprehensive, well-illustrated books on marine
fishes in this region are few, and references to literature for some of the
recently revised names would have been a useful bonus to the more serious
users. A truly useful book for anyone diving or snorkelling around coral reefs
in this region.

Jairajpuri, M.S. (ed.). 1991. Fauna of Lakshwadeep. Zoological Survey of
India, Calcutta. 413 pp. IRs 380 (approx. $ 12).

Areview of the Polychaeta, Sipuncula, Echiura, Stomatopoda, Orthoptera,
Lepidoptera, Dermaptera, Dictyoptera, Diptera, Mantodea, Coleoptera,
Mollusca and Echinodermata of the Lakshwadeep Islands (Laccadives) of
southwestern India. The Lakshwadeep Islands represent the northern ex-
tremity of the Maldivian chain and comprise 12 atolls with 36 islands (total
area 32 km?). There is no previous comprehensive treatment of the islands’
representatives of many of the groups treated here. The quality of the text
varies from one author to another, but most groups are furnished with keys
to selected taxa.

The only colour plates in the book are of fishes, a group not treated in the
text. These are of five common reef fishes, two of which are misidentified.

Vol. 1, No. 1 63



BOOK REVIEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Announcements

Kostermans, A.J].G.H. 1992. A handbook of the Dipterocarpaceae of Sri
Lanka. vi+244 pp, incl. 90 pl, 39 in colour. Wildlife Heritage Trust of Sri
Lanka. ISBN 955-9114-05-0. $ 62 (including international surface mail).

The Dipterocarpaceae are an Asian family woody trees with 18 genera
and some 580 species, many of which have been exploited for their timber. Up
to now, seven genera with 45 species have been recognized from Sri Lanka,
all but one endemic to the island. In this handbook, A.J. Kostermans recog-
nizes nine genera (two endemic) and 58 species (all endemic to Sri Lanka).

The introductory section of the book deals briefly with the geography,
(botanical) history, geology, paleontology and climate of Sri Lanka, in addi-
tion to a discussion on the chemistry, distribution, dispersal, reproductive
biology and morphology of the trees of the group. Pests, diseases and
silviculture are dealt with briefly, followed by a note on the history of the
group’s taxonomy and ecology.

The species descriptions are preceded by an account of the family in Sri
Lanka and a key to the genera. Each species account includes details of
original description and type material, a diagnosis, a full description, distri-
bution notes and a discussion. This section is followed by lists of references
and material examined, a comprehensive index, and 90 color plates and line
drawings. The plates include 15 of the National Herbarium’s beautifully-
executed 19th century watercolor drawings by Harmanis and William de
Alwis.

Kottelat, M., Whitten, A.]., Kartikasari, S.N. & S. Wirjoatmodjo. 1993. The
freshwater fishes of western Indonesia and Sulawesi. Periplus, distributed
by the Wildlife Heritage Trust of Sri Lanka. 260 pp, 84 pl. 30x21 cm. Cloth.
ISBN 0-945971-60-5. US$ 59 (including international surface mail).

The freshwater fishes of western Indonesia and Sulawesi is a comprehen-
sive guide to all the fishes known from the inland waters of the islands of
Borneo, Sumatra, Java, Bali and Sulawesi (Celebes).

All 963 species known from these waters to date are diagnosed and, with
very few exceptions, illustrated by 840 colour photographs and 33 black and
white photographs and line drawings. The text includes a brief introduction
to each of the families and a key to the genera occurring in this area. The
currently valid name of each species is followed by a brief description
enabling convenient field identification and differentiation from other spe-
cies known from these islands. References to all relevant literature are cited.

The text is enriched by valuable information on ecology, biogeography
and conservation. The freshwater fishes of western Indonesia and Sulawesi is an
essential reference for anyone interested in the aquatic fauna and ecology of
western Indonesia, be they ichthyologists, environmentalists, ecologists,
conservationists or aquarists.
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